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               Pastor Paul Horn
Copy Abraham’s Prayer…
Courteous… to the LORD
Courageous… before the LORD
Compliant… with the LORD
Considerate… of others
Continual… in prayer to the LORD
Clinging… to the LORD’s promises
 
 
20 Then the LORD said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so grievous  21 that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me. If not, I will know.”  22 The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing before the LORD.  23 Then Abraham approached him and said: “Will you sweep away the righteous with the wicked?  24 What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it?  25 Far be it from you to do such a thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?”  26 The LORD said, “If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their sake.”  27 Then Abraham spoke up again: “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, though I am nothing but dust and ashes, 28 what if the number of the righteous is five less than fifty? Will you destroy the whole city because of five people?”  “If I find forty-five there,” he said, “I will not destroy it.” 29 Once again he spoke to him, “What if only forty are found there?” He said, “For the sake of forty, I will not do it.” 30 Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak. What if only thirty can be found there?” He answered, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.” 31 Abraham said, “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, what if only twenty can be found there?”  He said, “For the sake of twenty, I will not destroy it.”  32 Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once more. What if only ten can be found there?” He answered, “For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it.” 
 
When you have made a big decision in your life, it’s kind of fun to tell others about it, isn’t it?  We’re moving to Arizona.  We’ve decided to purchase our house.  We finally sold our house!  I just decided to purchase a new car.  I’m going back to school to get my degree.  I’m changing jobs.  I’ve decided to finally retire next year.    
 
In our story this morning from Genesis 18, we find that the LORD has made a huge decision.  He is about to carry out an act of divine intervention and completely destroy two cities.  He based his decision on the fact that the two cities, Sodom and Gomorrah, had become famous for their gross sexual sins.  Now, he’s God.  He doesn’t have to tell anyone about his big decision.  But he lets Abraham know about it.  He shares this information with the great patriarch to test him.  Abraham responds in earnest prayer.  As we study this portion of Scripture the Holy Spirit wishes to share with us six characteristics you and I can copy from Abraham’s petition.  
 
Just prior to our story from Genesis 18:22-32 the LORD appeared to Abraham in human form accompanied by two angels.  Abraham served them all a nice dinner.  After dinner the angles left and the LORD stood there alone with Abraham.  As they looked out over the Dead Sea Valley, where Sodom and Gomorrah lie, the LORD revealed to Abraham some breaking news.  “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me.” (vs21)  He was about to destroy these two cities.  He knew that Abraham had relatives living in Sodom; his nephew Lot and Lot’s family.  The LORD disclosed this information to give Abraham an opportunity to let his faith react.  Abraham responded through prayer.  He approached the LORD and requested a change in plans.         
 
What if General Petraeus just revealed to you a top secret mission to wipe out an insurgent stronghold that Special Forces was about to carry out?  You wouldn’t say to him, “No, I don’t think this is going to work.  I think you should do it this way.”  You don’t tell the General how to run the war on terror.  How is it, then, that Abraham or any of us for that matter can approach the Almighty Creator of heaven and earth, the Righteous and Holy Judge of all the earth, and tell him what to do?  We cannot by nature.  We are all born sinful human beings.  That status does not give us an inherent right to talk to God.  Sin separates us from God.  As the prophet Isaiah wrote, “Your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.”  (Is 59:2)  Many unchurched people that I’ve spoken with claim that they pray daily.  Their prayers will fall short of God’s ear if they are not in a right relationship with their Heavenly Father.  What is more distressing is that they themselves will fall short of an eternity in heaven if they are not right with God.   
 
It is necessary for sinful human beings to be in a right relationship with the Father in heaven.  The only way we can have this association with the Father is through his Son.  Jesus himself said, “I am the way, the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:6)  Jesus brought you into a right relationship with God through a very special means.  In his letter to the Ephesians the Apostle Paul explains how your disconnection to the Father was corrected, “Christ loved the Church and gave himself up for her to maker her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.”  Christ cleansed you by the washing with water through the word: holy baptism.  The Holy Spirit worked his power through the water which was attached to the words spoken at your baptism to completely rinse your sin away.  The sin that separated you from your Heavenly Father was washed away.  At your baptism Christ made you holy, radiant, blameless, without stain, or any other blemish, sinless.  At your baptism he washed you in his blood, which is the only cleansing agent powerful enough to rid this body and soul of sin.  The Father demands perfection to be right with him.  Through your Baptism Jesus Christ has presented you to the Father in that status that he requires.  
 
We are now able to approach the Father in prayer.  But what about Abraham?  He wasn’t baptized.  Jesus did not institute baptism for another 2500 years just before his ascension when he said, “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” (Matt 28:19)  The Apostle Paul explains in Romans 4:3, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.”  The object of Abraham’s faith was in the promise of the coming Messiah.  Because he had faith in Christ who was yet to come, he was right in the Father’s sight.  He was able to approach the LORD in prayer.  And now let us examine Abraham’s prayer and see how we can emulate him now that we also have been declared right in God’s sight.
 
First of all, we see that Abraham was courteous to the LORD.  H e recognized his status as sinner and the LORD’s status as the One True Holy God.  Soldiers understand this concept.  An active duty soldier must stand at attention and salute a passing officer that outranks him or her.  Whether they like the individual or not, out of respect for that officer’s rank, they must salute.  Children are also taught by their parents to address other adults as mister or misses, sir or ma’am.  Abraham addressed the LORD by his name, “The LORD.” He also called him “the Judge.”  In your prayers address God by his name.  Father, Son, Holy Spirit, Immanuel, Redeemer, Jesus, my Rock, my Fortress, my Prophet, High Priest and King, my Shepherd, my Counselor.  When we address God by the names he has revealed in Scripture, we give him the proper respect he deserves.  At the same time we acknowledge the great things he has accomplished by that name.  
 
Secondly, we see that Abraham was courageous before the LORD.  Some people do not have the spiritual gift of evangelism: the ability to walk up to a stranger and carry on a conversation about Jesus.  That’s ok.  Not everyone has that gift.  No matter what our talents, I think we would all be a little nervous speaking to a celebrity, a professional sports athlete, the President or a high ranking general.  What about speaking directly to the LORD, face to face?  Wouldn’t you be a little bit nervous?  Notice how Abraham speaks to the LORD with courage.  “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the LORD…  Do not be angry.  Let me speak.”   Those are bold statements for a sinner to say to the Holy God.  But like Abraham, we have the right to talk to the LORD with boldness because Christ has brought us into a right relationship with the Father.  As the writer to the Hebrews said, “Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence.” (Heb 4:16)  Be bold in your prayers.  
 
Thirdly, we see that Abraham was considerate of others.  If you were to analyze your prayers from last week, which would rank at the top: requests for yourself or supplications on behalf of others?  Abraham prayed to the LORD because his family was in the city God was about to destroy.  He did not want to see them perish. Notice in his prayer that Abraham never asks for anything for himself.  The content of his request is entirely for the benefit of others.  In your prayers, think of others first and yourself last.  We follow this practice in our prayers on Sunday morning.  Just about every Sunday we pray for our missionaries overseas or for those who are sick.  In the bulletin every Sunday are listed men and women who are serving in the public ministry for whom we can pray.  Our Faith Lutheran Prayer Circle was established so that you can pray for your brothers and sisters in Christ.  In your prayer life, pray for others.  
 
Next we see that Abraham was continual in prayer to the LORD.   Did you note how many times Abraham beseeched the LORD?  Six times: LORD, what if there are 50, 45, 40, 30, 20, how about 10?  Abraham was persistent in prayer.  Our children can be that way, too, can’t they?  Mom, can I have a cookie? Mom, can I have a cookie?  Mom, can I have a cookie?  Finally, because of their persistence you give in and give the kid a cookie.  The Apostle Paul encouraged the Christians in Thessalonica with this simple command, “Pray continually.” (1Thes 5:17)  Be persistent in your prayers to your Heavenly Father.                 
 
We also see in Abraham’s prayer that he clings to the LORD’s promises.  “Far be it from you to do such a thing – to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike.  Far be it from you!  Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?” (vs25)   Abraham held the LORD to his promises.  If the LORD is the Judge who is righteous and carries out justice with equality, then he should act accordingly.  We have every right to hold the LORD to his promises as we pray.  “Lord, you promised that wherever two or three are gathered in your name, there you are with them.  Send your Holy Spirit to be with us now as we study your Word.”  “Lord, you promised that you would always be with us and never forsake us.  Be with us now as we seek to build a new worship facility.  Put your loving arms around your servants who are sick or ill or struggling in faith.  Stand at the side of our servicemen and women.”  “Lord, you promised that you would be generous to those who are generous to you and others.  Make them prosper, O Lord, so that they can be even more generous to you with their offerings, time and talents.”  “O Lord, you promised to take away the guilt of your repentant people.  Remove my guilt, for the sake of your Son Jesus.”  Hold the LORD to his promises.   
Finally, we see that Abraham is compliant with the LORD.  The great patriarch shows humility in his petition, “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, though I am nothing but dust and ashes…” (vs27)  He recognized his position as a sinner, a creature formed from the earth, who is addressing his Creator.  In your prayers remember who you are, and remember who it is you are addressing.  Approach his throne with humility.    
 
Abraham is compliant in another way.  He accepts the LORD’s answer to his prayer.  The LORD says yes to all six of Abraham’s requests.  But as we read in chapter 19, the LORD cannot find even 10 righteous people in the city.  He is forced to destroy it because of its wickedness.  He does, however, rescue Abraham’s nephew, Lot and his two daughters.  As you pray, be compliant with the LORD’s answer to your prayer.  Remember that the Lord may say yes, no, or maybe later.  But know that he always listens and always answers.  Sometimes he takes more time with your prayers than he does with others.  This does not mean that those people need the Lord more.  This does not mean that he is too busy with others.  He is God.  He has all power.  He always acts according to his timetable.  His holy will in best when and how he answers your prayers.     
 

As you go about your life this week, begin each task with prayer, no matter how important or how insignificant it is.  Remember each time you pray that Jesus is the one who brought you into a right relationship with the Father so that you can speak to your heavenly Father.  And as you pray follow Abraham’s example, be courteous to the LORD, be courageous before the LORD, be compliant with the LORD, be considerate of others, be continual in prayer to the LORD, cling to the LORD’s promises.  May the Lord grant it for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.  
